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Possible classification of Latin American Spanish dialect zones (Zamora) 



THE SPANISH LANGUAGE CIRCA 1492 
 
Antonio de Nebrija, Gramática; Juan de Valdés, Diálogo de la lengua.   
1.  Distinction among /s/ (written s- or -ss-), /z/ (written -s-), /ts/ (written ç) y /dz/ (written z). 
2.  Existente of /ž/-/ ĵ / (written gi, gi, j) and /š/ (griten x); the jota /x/ did not yet exist. 
3.  Pronouns tú, nos, vos.  Nosotros and vosotros are beginning to emerge.  Usted/ustedes do not yet exist. 
4.  Distintion between /b/ and /v/. 
5.  Original word-initial f- still realized as [h]:  hembra, hambre, hondo, etc. 
6.  Distintion between /λ/ (ll) and /y/ (y). 
7.  Clitics at the end of finite verbs:  díjome, viole, etc. 
8. The modern combination se lo, etc. was still ge [že] lo, etc. 
9. Frquent combinations ARTICLE + POSSESSIVE (la mía casa, etc.). 
 
IN WESTERN ANDALUSIA (Sevilla, Huelva, Cádiz, etc.): 
 
1.  /λ/ tending to disappear as independent phoneme, realized as [y] (yeísmo). 
2.  Emergence of confusion s/ss and ç/z in favor of the latter (seseo). 
3.  Word-final consonants beginning to weaken or neutralize 

………………………………………………………………. 

APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY OF PENINSULAR LINGUISTIC CHANGES 
 
CHANGE    CASTILE    ANDALUSIA  LATIN AM.   
 
innovation vosotros   1450-1500    1450-1500  no 
loss of vosotros   did not occur    ? 
s, ss, ç, z  > [s]    did not occur    1500-1550  yes 
  (seseo) 
Devoicing of    1550+     1575+ (?)  yes 
  /z/, /ž/, /dz/ 
[λ] > [y]    only occasional   began 1550+  some 
neutralization of   1525-1550 (?)    1525-1550 (?)  yes 
  /b/ y /v/ 
[š] > [x]    1575-1600    1575-1600 (?)  yes 
ç, z > [θ]    1625-1675    did not occur  no 
innovation usted/ustedes  1675-1700    1675-1700  yes 
................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 [x] > [h]    did not occur    (?)  1700+  some 
[x] > [χ]    (?)  1700+    did not occur  no 
aspiration of /s/   did not occur    (?) 1650-1700  some 
loss of vos    ca. 1700    ca. 1700  some 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

SEPHARDIC (JUDEO) SPANISH (JUDEOESPAÑOL/LADINO/ĴUDESZMO) 
 
1.   Familiar pronouns:  tú, vozotros (vos, vozos) 
 Formal pronouns:    vos, su merced,  
         el/eya; vozos, vozotros,  
2.  intervocalic /s/ is [z]:  casa [kaza] 
3.  yeísmo is general 



4.  retention of initial/f-/  
5.  retention of  [ĵ] (judio), [ž] (fižo `hijo'), [š] (šavón `jabón) 
6.  retention of /-b/:  sibdat `ciudad' 
7.  retention of opposition /b/-/v/ (vaca-boca) 
8.  archaisms:  agora, mesmo, muncho, etc. 
9.  Loss of distincion /s/ and /ts/, etc. (saco-braso, etc.) 
10.  occasional palatalization of syllable-final /s/:  cašco `casco' 
11.  /n/ > /m/ before [o], [u]:  mosotros `nosotros,' mos `nos', mueve `nueve' 
12.  /e/ > [i], /o/ > [u] in final atonic position: nochi `noche,' fižu `hijo,' etc. 
13.  retention of /-mb-/:  lamber `lamer,' lomba `loma', etc. 
14.  Much METATHESIS (interchange of sounds):  pobre > probe, gordo > godro, cabra > craba, etc. 

………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

SOME POPULATION FIGURES FOR URBAN AREAS (free Spanish-speaking) 
 

   1600  1700  1800  1850  1900  1950  
 
Acapulco  500  550  75 
Asunción  3500  4500  9000  24,000  50,000  206,000 
Bogotá       23,000  28,000  117,000 607,000 
Buenos Aires  510  5000  55,000  180,000 700,000 5.2M 
Caracas  500   20,000  31,000  49,000  72,000  694,000 
Cartagena:  2500  2500  18,000  9,900  9,700  129,000 
Guatemala City     22,000    72,000  295,000 
Havana  4500    52,000  90,000  236,000 1.1M 
La Paz   1000  14,000  24,000  43,000  53,000  300,000 
Lima   25,000  52,000  55,000  95,000  101,000 950,000 
Mexico City  60,000    100,000 170,000 345,000 2.2M 
Montevideo      6,000  34,000  268,000 609,000 
Panama City    5000    5000  25,000  190,000 
Puebla, Mexico 800  6000  80,000    100,000 251,000 
Potosí, Bolivia    150,000 22,000  16,000  21,000  46,000 
Quito       25,000  36,000  47,000  210,000 
San Juan, Puerto Rico         32,000  429,000 
Santo Domingo         25,000  182,000 
Santiago de Chile   25,000  65,000  99,000  256,000 1.3M  
San Salvador      10,000  29,000  33,000  220,000 
Seville     80,000  150,000 
Veracruz  3000  3500  4500  4200  4000  110,000 

……………………………………………………………………. 



 
 

 



Italian immigration to Argentina 
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