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SPANISH YEISMO AND THE PALATAL RESONANTS:
TOWARDS A UNIFIED ANALYSIS

JOHN M. LIPSKI
University of Florida

0. INTRODUCTION: SPANISH YE/SMO AND /i/-GLIDING*

A key defining feature of Spanish dialects is the presence or absence of the pala-
tal lateral phoneme /A/ in opposition to the palatal fricative /y/. In those dialects
where /A/ and /y/ are in opposition, the former phoneme is normally realized as a
lageral [A), while the latter assumes a variety of non-lateral pronunciations. In an
ever-increasing number of Spanish dialects, /A/ has merged with /y/, invariably
in favor of a non-lateral realization; this process is known as yefsmo. After sar-
viving undisturbed for several cent unes /A / has, in some areas, evolved 10 /y/ in
little more than a single generation. Inparal!cl fashion, it is not unusual, in sponta-
neous unguarded or rapid speech, for intervocatic [fi] to reduce to a nasalized glide
5.

To date, no theoretical account of yelsmo or /fi/-gliding has been offered.
¥Yefsmo is sometimes described as "delateralization”, but this designation gives no
indication of why laterality should be lost, especially since the other Spanish

This article is dedicated to my "co-author”, an anonymous Probus reviewer who insisted that an
originally disparate collection of ideas be focused and refined, offered excellent suggestions as o
how this might be accomplished, and presided over the process of revision. Unlike deliberate col-
laborators, my co-writer shares none of the blame for any remaining infelicities or inconsistencies.
Gracias, colega.

1 Yelsmo is the norm except in a few areas of Spain, rural regions of the Canary Islands, and pans
of South America, particularly the Andean region and Paraguay, For the regional distribution, as
well as peculiarities of individual dialects, of. Alonso (1967); Alvar (1959, 1972); Canfield (1981);
Moys Corral (1979); Navarro Tomds (1964); Toscanc Mateus (1953). The same process, as well
as gliding of /ii/, has affected most popular varieties of Brazilian Portuguese and many continen-
1al and insular dialects, as well as all Portuguese-based creoles (Bortoni-Ricardo (1985); Azevedo
(1981: 79); Amaral (1955: 48).

2 Rapid loss of &/ is occarring in Bogotd, Colombia and many arcas of Spain and the Canary Islands;
cf. Alvar (1972); Cataldn (1964); Chacén Berruga (1981); Curnmnis (1974); Labrador Gutiérrez
et al. (1975, Llorente Maldonado (1947); Martinez Manin {1983); Montes Giraldo (1969).

3 Since there is no potential merger with other Spanish phonemes as long as nasality is retained, this
process is rarely noticed, and its geographical distribution and exact patierns of articulation have
never been determined. For some attestations, cf. Espinosa (1930: 70); Flérez (1951: 262); Mon-
tes Giraldo (1982: 117); Navarro TomAs (1948: 103); Oroz (1966: 137)
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lateral, /l/, does not suffer a similar fate. The existence of other characteristics
shared by /A/ and /fi/, which also resist completely satisfactory explanation, sug-
gests that the search for a hitherto undisclosed phonological unity of the palatal
resonants might be a worthwhile endeavor. The remainder of the present study
will explore one potential route of unification, with the discussion organized as
follows: sections 1 and 2 present distributional and articulatory daia supporting
the notion that /A / and /fi/ are characterized by a complex articulation, involving
the simultaneous activation of coronal and dorsal articulators. Sections 3 and 4 in-
corporate these observations within a model of feature geometry, and analyze the
Spanish palatal resonants as single timing slots simultaneously linked 10 two ar-
ticulator tiers. The resulting model is applied to yefsmo and f/-gliding in their
various manifestations. Section 5 discusses certain apparent restrictions, and the
overall results are summarized in section 6.

2. NOTEWORTHY FEATURES OF /A/ AND 4/

The Spanish palatal resonants /A/ and /fi/ share several characteristics in addition

10 yelsmo and /fi/-gliding, among which:

(i)  both phonemes occur word-initially or intervocalically, and do not par-
ticipate in clusters.*

(i)  Spanish contains no words with antepenultimate stress containing /A/
or /il/ as the first element of the final syllable: *teléforio, *teléfollo.

(iii) At the level of derivational morphology, onset-initial /A/ and /ii/ alternate
with rhyme-final /I/ and /n/, respectively: bello-beldad, desderiar-desdén>

4 Harris (1983: 141, f. 10) accounts for the fact that Aldoes not participate in two-segment onsets by
observing that it is not an obstruent. This, however, would not disqualify & from cccurring in the
second position of an initial cluster, since the hierarchy of sonority would nat be violated
(presomably /if and &/ are equivalent in terms of sonority). Harris (1983: 14) states the rule ‘an
obstruent followed by a liquid may constitute an onset”, which must eventually be modified 1o ex-
clude *$Chclusters. When lack of clustering of ¥ in other positions is discussed, some type of fil-
ter is usually hinted at (cf. Cressey (1978: 114-5); Harris (1983: 32-3); Niifiez Cedefio (1985: 276),
for example excluding [+high], [-ant] segments.

5 Harris {1983: 50-4) prefers not 1o conflate nasal and lateral depalatalization into a single rule,
analyzing the former phenomenon as a special case of the general delinking of point of articula-
tion features for all thyme-final nasals in Spanish (cf. also Harris (1984)).

i d /ii/ developed historically from a number of sources, all mvo_lv-
?np;?::: seﬂg::::m?ijnchrgsgaﬂy, there are characwri_stics of /A/ and /iv/ Whlcf.l
hint at some sort of "dual” structure, when compared with non-palatal consonants.

lary cases are:

;E;JO exg g;k?s of languages like English, which lack the palatal phor_zemes f}q‘
and /ii/, normally interpret Spanish [A] and [fi] as the clusters [l‘!] _and [njl,
respectively, and in intervocalic contexts anglophone learners d1v1q§ these
clusters into a rhyme + onset combination: bafio — ban-yo (Qu:hs and
Fernandez (1973: 118-123); Navarro Toméas (1967: 132-4)). It is usually
assumed that these misinterpretations result from the lack of comparable
phones in English, but Spanish variational data rev_cal additional sources
for this pronunciation. Popular Spanish of many regions shc_)ws_ ftucmation
between [ii] and (onset-initial) [nj] and between (A1 and (1j1 (in the latter
case even in dialects where /A/ does not exist as a separaie pt_lc_)neme): A ’n-
tonio ~ Toko, familia ~ familla ~ famta, leudo ~ ltudo, uiensitic ~ utenstl-
lo, nifios ~ ninios, etc.” These aliernations demonstrate not only Lh'm n/
and /I/ can fuse with a following front glide to ac_quire a palatal articula-
tion (an unremarkable event in the history of S]Evamsh), but also that at 1ea:st
some Spanish speakers may, fleetingly or consistently, analyze synchronic

and /ii/ as phonological clusiers. _

(ii) '[Ith palital rcgonams possess empirically measurable temporal differences
with respect to their non-palatal counterparts [n] and [1]_. The average dura-
tion of (intervocalic) [A] is 20% greater than that of mwrv_ocahc [1], and
the formant transitions to the following vowel are nearly twice as long for
[A]. The qualitative resuits for [fi] and [n] are ;imila.r, ah_hough thf:, quan-
titative imbalance is lower: the average duration of [ﬁ]_1§ approximately
10-15% greater than that of [n], while the formant transitions to a follow-

6 Ci. Espinosa (1930: 160); Gonzélez de 1a Calle (1963: Ch. 7); Sala {1974); Toscm‘m Mateus (195'::::l
103). Precisely this type of evolution occurred in ealdly Romance and gave nse to the p.fxla
phonemes fi/ and ¥, This hints at a partial revision of the posmlated route of evolution u?f m'ler-
vocalic /&K1 as: [k1] > (gl] > Gl > *[4l > M, incorporaling a metathesis quod commo;;glso gg)r
environments (e.g. lacte > laite > leite > letye > {zche, <f. Ponugu;sc feite). Gﬁnr:]a { ,‘m
cites early graphological evidence where the precursor of the Spanish palatal lnu:r was wri :
yi and Iy, suggesting the route of evolution we have proposed. C;f. Caullén { 1954)8}01' a8 panc:’r_mn :
of paralle] developments, all involving segments which could quite plausibly be analyzed as biseg
mental,



214

ing x-owei_:”if roughly 50% greater for [1] (Quilis (1981: 211. 19, 282-90))
The question of relative duration may be implir:f:;fzj by vef"sn:u‘a'm:r; 'I"*""J:
areas where yelsio is variable, loss of A/ is ga‘catcr_.in. rapid’ c"'-sl;:i
speech, and there is a direct although not exceptionless EDL‘YU]H“()H'I“C: ween
oycraﬂlratc of speech and delateralization of [A] at the idiolecllal and
n;mrodtalcc[al level (¢.g. Martinez Martin (1983: Ch. 2), Lipski (forthe »
The _lowcr frequency of occurrence of /fi/-gliding may in lurn reflect ll .
relatively smaller increment in duration of i/ as compared with /. e

2. THE ARTICULATORY "DUALITY" OF /AJ AND fif

;Fhe prc;ccqing sgct"ion has shqwn that circumstantial evidence can be mustered in
avor ol a “special” phonological status for /A/ and /6if, but the onus of proof
femains on those who would pursue this [ Ty o
g uld pur s line of argument.” In the case of yelsmo
ol R;fonan 2, Ll;: resulting articulation differs only in the presence/absence of
ce. Moreover, both processes result from the loss :

: : OCesses of closure: laterz
;n Ihef case of yelsmo and nonlateral in the case of /fi/-gliding. In other words E;ltj':zj
ure features are involved in these changes. On th ' \ !
Raviitee : ¢ other hand, rhyme-final
:ﬁgagjvigl;:;dxcalluauon appear: to change place of articulation features, from

. - L-10se scrutiny of the articulatory characteristics :

‘ stics of the sounds

Involved reveals a greater degree of unity than appears at first glance, NO\l.fh:trc is

7 i i { i
iod f:os n,:jlate undt_:riyfng A inyelsta dialects forall words in which the grapheme /f occurs is w ithout
pendent motivation. On the other hand, systematic alternations of the sort bellp *beatn ful' vs

i 1 ' i
beldad ‘beauty strongly suggest the existence of £ at least in such forms: no alternations with

e-final : uestionably contain an underlyi
r - : ’ _ ying /fy/, such as
egr:wn ; ;;ro:ﬁﬂie\:;e; 4 :??, :la:; ;o]n:;w]:jr g;?;rpos_es of the present analysis, I lhcrcfgrc u.ssur:z
— 1guration even in yefvig dislects. i -
s orp 1 N yeisia ects, in the Jatte

0 elements undergoing alternation with rhyme-final [If (this is consistent widuhean:;isi::

of Harris (1983: 50-52), which is independ .
: 24), ependent : " "
which undergoes altemation with [1]), ent of the possible laterality of the "palatal phoneme
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this more evident than in the visual record made by palatograms of Spanish al-

veolar, prepalatal and palatal sounds.® The palatograms reveal that [fi], [A] and

[j] bave nearly identical profiles of contact. Fricative [y], the sound typically

emerging as the result of yefsmo and (in nasalized form) following /fi/-gliding,
shows constriction over a much smaller area, two narrow bands adjacent to the
molars. The articulation of [n] shows occlusion in a line extending around the
periphery of the entire oral cavity, while [1] shows occlusion only in the central
alveolar region. By superimposing the impressions, a striking situation is ob-
served: the articulation of [A] topologically includes both (1] and [y], while the ar-
ticulation of (fi] includes both [n] and [y]. The maximal closure of [f1] is contained
in the alveolar {or at best postalveolar-prepalatal) region, while the lateral con-
striction of [A] is contained within the same region. Thus removing the closure of
[A] or [fi] while leaving the central and posterior regions of the tongue body im-
mobile will yield [y], while lowering the tongue body to release the palatal con-
striction while leaving the anterior region of the 1ongue immobile will produce [1)
and [n], respectively (cf. Noel-Armfield (1931: 78-80)). The quasi-autonomous
movement of the tongue blade vis-a-vis the tongue body permits yelsmo, fi/~glid-
ing and "depalatalization” to be described not as shifts in point of articulation but
rather as the successive layering of simultaneouns articulations.” It remains 1o in-
corporate this description into a coherent phonological model.

3. DUAL STRUCTURE AND FEATURE GEOMETRY

A significant achievement of contemporary phonology is the recognition that
distinctive features are not undifferentiated bundles or matrices, but rather have
an intemnal geometry in which clusters of features are grouped into hierarchically
arranged nodes, each of which may be separately associated or dissociated. Con-
currently, phonology is moving toward models which acknowledge the essential

8 For"classic” tracings of palatographic impressions, ef. Navarro Tomés (1967: 111-34)). Although
these results were obtained more than half a century ago, the techniques of palatography have not
evolved 1o the point where contemporary results suggest flaws in the original conclusions (cf.
Painter (1979: 207) and the accompanying descriptions; cf. also Ladefoged (1957, 1982: 148)). To
satisfy my own concerns about the validity of vintage palaiography, I prepared some palatograms
of native Spanish speakers under conditions which probably differed lintle from those enjoyed by
Navarro Tomds; the topological configurations coincide in major details with those deriving from
earlier studies. Referring to languages other than Spanish, Keating (1988) surveys x-ray data on
the articulation of palatal segments which suggest a complex articulatory gesture. Ladefoged
(1988: 135) incorporates these data in his analysis: ‘the traditional term palatal ... a complex seg-
ment with both post-alveolar coronal and front dorsal attributes’. .

9 In the case of fiij-gliding, the inverse process sometimes occurs: the nasalization of /y/ (and oc-
casionally /&) and subsequent increasing of oral constriction to yield [fi]: llamar > Ramar, yema
> Aema, yapa > Aapa, yaqual > Aagual, chato > Aate, etc. Cf. Alvarez Nazario (1974: 169); Kany
{1960: 304-6); Toscano Mateus (1953: 103); Flérez (1965: 35).
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role of guasi-independent articulators, including the lips, tongue blade, tongue
body (dorsum), and tongue root. A total concensus on feature geometry has yet to
be achieved; the configuration in (1) illustrates the most widely accepted common
denominators (cf. Clements (1985, 1987); Halle (1983, 1988); Sagey (1986b),
Ladefoged (1988)):

(1)
C
/ro\m

laryngeal

voice
supralaryngeal

spread v.c.

eic.

nasal place
dorsal labial tongue root Coronal
high low back laleén'hist.

There exists evidence in favor of the subordination of the feature [lateral] to the
coronal node, thus making lateral occlusion irrelevant in dorsal articulations (e.g.
Sagey (1986b), Haile (1988)). The description of Spanish [A] supports this
maodel of feature geometry, which intuitively is not difficult to accept, since lateral
occlusion is almost always realized by the tongue body alone, and is impossible
with the lips or the tongue root. Noticeably missing from (1) are stricture features
such as [continuant], which are generally assumed to be attached to the root node,
or perhaps to an oral cavity node.!? A geomeiric model such as (1) implicitly al-
lows for the simultaneous activation of more than one articulator; segments
characterized by closure on more than one articulator tier are complex.

10 In the case of complex segments whose members differ in degree of closure, the attachment of
[continuant] 1o the root node is problematic, and has led 10 suggestions that each anticulator tier be
individually soecified for closure (e.g. Sagey (1986a)). Subsequently (Sagey (1986b), Halle
(1988)), it has been suggested that closure on multiple articulator tiers be indicaled by multiple
pointers from the root node to the articulators involved. However, if only a single specification for
[continuant] is allowed at the rool node, such a procedure will not account for complex segments
containing intemal differences in degree of closure without modifications to the theoretical model

i i lies in an articulator-

i the treatment of Spanish /A/ and fﬁf. ’ :

i ksz 1;) (\)!1‘”‘ ‘g::a?t?re geometry such as (1). The dcscnppon of Spamsh [Ala
hased .61 that these elements aré “dual” in that each consists of a smglt:’. skele-
ndl ﬁ:):e lr:l:j:l simultanecusly o a coronal articulator tier and a dorsal articulator
tals :

ively, where COR ab-
i have the general form (2) and (3_), respectively,
Eer;giczsnli; Tor(?:al (tongue blade) articulator ter and DOR the dorsal (tongue
e

body) articulator tier and where only positive feature specifications are implied:

2

[lat] [ant]

X 1A

3)

[ant]
COR

(high]




The difficulty of reconciling the "dual" structure of the Spanish palatal rescnants
with the lack of convincing synchronic eveidence in favor of a determined linear
order of components disappears with the realization that apparent manifestations
of linear order are observational artifacts arising from the complex articulation.

The analysis of /A/ and /fi/ as linked to two articulator nodes may possibly ac-
count for the longer transitions to a following vowel and/or the glightly greater
duration of these segments as compared with the corresponding alveolar
resonants. Since the two articulators are linked to a single timing slot, relative
phonetic length is irrelevant to the phonological structure, which remains that of
a single unit. However, the closure across a proportionally greater area and the in-
terlocking action of muscles affecting different sections of the tongue as well as
different patterns of movement make it not inconceivable that the complete ar-
ticulatory gesture characterizing /i and fA/ might require more time than for /n/
and ﬂj.l" The dual analysis may also account in part for the distributional limita-
tions of the Spanish palatal resonants, if we make the not unreasonable assump-
tion that in constraining allowable consonant sequences at the deepest stratum of
lexical representation (for example the 3-segment rthyme rule discussed by Harris
(1983)), what is counted are articulator nodes rather than timing slots. !>

11 Carreira (1988) has attempled a bisegmental analysis of & and /fi/, proposing an underlying struc-
ture involving a rhyme-final /n/ or /I/ followed by an onset-initial glide /v/; subsequent rules reor-
ganize the syllable strucmre, following assimilalory processes. Among other things, this enalysis
cannot direcdy account for word-initial resonants, which must be handled by ad hoc declarations
of “extraprosodicity”.

12 This possibility is also suggested by detailed descriptions of the aniculation of palaal resonants,
as well as by informal accounts of yelsmo, such as the following (Gonzdlez de 1a Calle (1963:
141)): 'El yeismo ... es debido fundamentalmente a la relajacién articultoria de la if ... si recor-
damos la complejidad articulatoria de la prepalatal /f, comprobaremos que tan sélo con que el dorso
lingual no establezca amplio contaco con el paladar se abre el camino a la abertora linguo-pala-
Lal caracteristica de la y fricative. El irdnsito de {f a y es perfectamente natural y posible en una
prolacién descuidada y floja como ia que con frecuencia adopta el vulgo iletrado’.

13 This is not the appropriate place for a detailed explomtion of such a posibility, especially piven
the scarcity of Romance examples which permit separating the action of putative constraints on
the number of skeletal slots from limitations on the number of articulator nodes. One possibility
might be the Latin "labiovelar” /&”f, which cannot be comfortably analyzed as either a single seg-
ment oras a consonant cluster (cf. Devine and Stephens (1977)). Remaining within Spanish another
candidale is the "palatal” affricate /&/. Given the indisputable linear heterogeneity, and the fact that
reduction to a simple fricative [¥] is a frequent realization, /& has been interpreted as a "contour
segment” branching for the value of [continuant] (e.g. Steriade (1982); Clements and Keyser (1983:
34-35)), and even as linked to two skeletal slots (Holt (1984)). Palatograms of [&] show an ar-
tioculation similar to that of [4] and [fi], namely an oral contact topologically containing both the
palatal articulation of [y] and the occlusion of an alveolar/dental [t]. Although the Spanish phones
[%] and [J], allophones of fy/, do not give similar evidence of duality (except for the alternation be-
tween affricate [J] and fricative [Z]), they patiem with [€] and [s] as the only Spanish obstruents

4. A REVISED ANALYSIS OF YEfSMO AND jif-GLIDING
, efsmo and /fif“gliding can be represented as
USi'n z .thc Sf’ﬁ:%ffm(g :ﬁl‘fi?mi node, i.e. as loss of the alveolar closure com-
deimkmgngm henomena entail loss of the maximum closure of the segrr’;cnt, a
ncni‘.leniuo}r)l which supports the notion that both processes stem §t_ieast in part
lfrom?apidfcasual speech. Formally, application of yelsmo and /fi/- g!ld] ng remov;s
the closure of the articulator node with the greater degree of stricture, lhe_:ren (i
deactivating the entire articulator node. The :_muon of lateral/nasal cloiu.:irc is i
1o be equated with a [-continuant] specification altachffd_to 1_he roo_trn ﬂc,aejgﬁ_
cially since the sound emerging after yefsmo and /fi/-gliding is manitestly ooy
tinnant. There is disagreement as 10 whether laterals are [+cont] Er I ;;m:i y m;
Harris (1985), Spencer (1984), Tatd (1979)), but tl_le.rc is no doubt that ]::O‘d;;fm
of stricture associated with laterals is reduced during yefsmo. Th_e samed i
nasal consonants, which have complete oral clos.urfa but are c_om{nuant ud i
nasal escape of air. /ii/-gliding reduces the constriction, resulugg ina ?012:10 g
is indisputably continuant. In Spanis?hlmeb d;ﬁhgzr: ;;i?:ce ?{;n;e fr; Bt
f a [+back] specification of the
?’t?liz:ﬁeo?zt;n[t, Sugglsgf!g that the spcciﬁf:ation of [M a_nd fiif (flor L!;e feaulreiE;oT‘;
tinuant] is not at issue here. The analysis of /fi/-gliding and yelsmo as sump

detachment of one of 1wo simultaneously linked articulator nodes, is represented

as:
i COR~— [ant]
X —
DOR—— [high] DOR ——— [high)

categorically disallowed as the first element of onset-initial o!aslmcmﬂiquid Iclus::rs. ;?;z::‘;
with /c/, they have a palatal contact profile that suggests the simullaneous action 3;)33 .8
dorsal articulators (cf. Keating (1988); Navarro Tomés (!96’1’: 125-133)). Harris (1983: Ea)lo ozl:rs
a filter based on the requirement of dissimilarity, analyzing a‘ll lhc‘aI‘)o-ue obstruents as Ealveolar
{that is, articulated a1 or behind ihe alveolar ridgeY’. If there is validity 10 th.e suggestion u:ll] con-
straints on consonant clusters are based on articulator nodes ral.h?r ll'{an Liming siolft, IJ]‘lcn 13 Te}):.-
clusion of [cl, (2] and [j] from clusters could be due to the activation of two articu ;ators, : c
exclusion of fs/ (which is indisputably nlvw]nr}comna%) as the ﬁrslhmcmbcr of orfsc]l{ c u.st?rlsg 8;;
pears to follow independently lylyfrom the quasi—sy}l:‘abtc status of th;ls consonant (cf. a‘mstd ;ai
303). This hypothesis is reinforced by the fact that in Pemnsu.lar di_alet.ﬁs hla\:.mg thle lfte :n
fricative ph(.rncme [0/, this element, which by no stretch of the imagination is "alveolar’, patiemns
with /s/, including non-occurmence in onset clusters.
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In the case of /A/, (4) accounts both for true yefsta dialects, assuming the neces-
sity of postulating underlying /A/ in at least some words, and for {fefsta dialects.
Among speakers of lefsta dialects, delateralization of {A] occurs variably, at a
rate which appears to increase with speech rate and which is also affected by style
and extralinguistic variables such as social class. For individuals exhibiting this
behavior, yelsmo is a fast speech phenomenon, presumably replicating the events
that in other areas and time periods gave rise (o totally yefsta dialects. In other
words, the "parameter” accounting for yelsmo versus Hefsmo with occasional
delateralization is the point of application of (4): in yefsta dialects this rule applies
(at least in the case of /A/) at the morpheme level, while in Hefsta dialects (4) ap-

plies variably and occasionally at the postlexical level.
Parallel to (4), "depalatalization” of rhyme-final /A/ and /fi/ represents delink-
ing of the Dorsal articulator node, resulting in the corresponding alveolar resonant:

(5)

[ant] {arl)
CC!)R C(I)R
X - X
4
DCl)R
(high]

Condition: X is thyme-final

Currently, (5} operates only at the deepest lexical stratum (stem level), while (4)
is a postlexical rule (which in the case of underlying /A/ in strictly yelsta dialects
might also conceivably apply as a post-cyclic lexical rule). Spanish prohibits all
rhyme-final palatal consonants, including fy/ and /&/; therefore if reduction of the
combination of two articulator nodes in rhyme-final position is at least partially
responsible for the synchronic occurrence of (5), alveolar resonants are the only
permissible result of delinking one of the articulator nodes.

5. THE QUESTION OF PROPAROXYTONIC RESTRICTIONS

The analysis of the preceding paragraphs still does not explain why /i/ and /A/
cannot occur in the onset of the final syllable in words with aniepenultimate stress.
Spanish contains many proparoxytones with branching onsets in the final syllable
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iri imitation of iming slols}articulato_r nodes
(c‘g_mﬁm;r.g,férerro‘ mﬁ;ﬁ:)az??ﬁggi will exclude A/ and lﬁf w*hﬂc p-:;,}'
st e :ng words. Nonce forms such as_*reiéfona{ r_eléfo 0
MIELY acm_a“)' Gcgll(l:_ls agrc not rejected out of hand, as is the case w;th c%rl\;
prescnt_ed - na-u;evsilc))(l:aw major phonomctic templates. It' seems mqst ;;1 au;;la i
figurations wihic relating to /A/and /fif are simply reflections of Latinp 05(11 e
i fﬁsmc‘-‘c’“s! i/, /&, eic. result from combinations which were c'fxch;l de 2
e W,am:r:ym‘nes (cf. Pensado (1984), Roca (1938)). Su*mlarf m[?ul_
G i przgoum for the scarcity of the same consonantsin the cms;_t l;}i[pleh L
:ﬁlnzag}:;r‘lrggltq of proparoxyiones, but those wordsdl_h;:w d?hr:;):n 11) Yoo
s A nt (e.g. can »
conﬁgumﬁ?ﬂs al:cmti?lp:ii%iiefvg\i!?,zilrézctiée r%lorphological procx?sscf,d(;z:‘r:
esifln:::g;i: ::Eli::r‘:::n;b,inaﬁons, ¢.g. addition of the suffix ico: doncella *mat
rodu
E doncéllico ‘maidenlike’.

6. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

s fif in
«special” status of A/ and /
: ions have addressed the "Specl ; .dence
The Precedmlgl;;cpl:%r; beon made to reconcile apparently contradnc:;rg e;:i 0
Spams?‘;}gﬂbﬁaﬂ\ a simple and a dual structur® for the palatal resonants.
sugges Pl
: ; rged from the discussiorf T
o g?,ﬁ%ﬁ%jg;eafe complex segments, tinked to both a coronal and a
- sal node, but occupying 2 single timing slot. o articulator node,
In rhyﬂné-ﬁnal position, a general rule detaches the dors tator node ([1] and
% resulting in simple segments linked to a coronal articulator
. ‘i . hment of
[I:]zhe syllabic onset, both yetsmo and /f/-gliding reme@;geifcwmch the
% the coronal articulator node, interpreted as a type of leniu deactivated.
i sta e
aramelric variation between yelsta and fek: i of /s
e 11:,]u: place of application of the rule della‘:t_lglg m?n‘ggﬁ a;t:fi;l;ai?f lefsta
: : is ocC in the lexicai €Ol -tk
n vefsta dialects this occurs 10 = L
islects, the rule applies (varisbly) only atthe Mu%“xlag;eg and others
The reason why certain dialects implement ye(smo it —1%13 relative lack of
do not. or the reasons for the rapidity of spread o8 ye{smoE 1\:{: receding analysis,
forward momentum of /fi/-gliding, are not diregérem/ls ohm cI:cri%lics of palatal
which attempts slimply 1o accommodate N ﬁi 5h13; tentative and
sesonants within theories of Spanish pho“.dogy' nge crgss generations and
preliminary results suggest that increased articulatory r?l-e aleading to yelfsmo, but
during the rural to urban transition may = msuium;l:ﬁq Lnypothaqis and to assess
iti h is necessary, in order o eva ety ; e and
?Itljg E?iéi;ciiﬁagrt;ncc of extra-Hispanic linguistic CONtacis, ke iae
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paradigmatic restructuring in determining the ultimate destiny of Spanish palatal
consonants. By attributing to /A/ and /fi/ a unique phonological status in accord-
ance with special behavior characteristics, a step has been taken toward the ul-
timate goal of a synthesis of diachronic and synchronic processes in Hispanic

phonology.
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